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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
November was a terrific month for GHS and the PTO. Nat ional 
Honor Society committee hosted a recept ion for the new 
inductees. A big thank you goes to the helpful and creat ive 
committee of NHS Receptions chaired by Cindy Anderson. Cindy 
and her committee have put in t ime and organizing efforts towards 
the NHS recept ion for our hard working GHS students and their 
families. Thank you for making these evenings so enjoyable and 
giving the families t ime to share in these academic celebrat ions. 

November would not  be nearly as fun if there was not  the annual 
TURKEY TROT during the PE periods before Thanksgiving break. 
Once again the Turkey Trot was a big success, with students and 
parents enjoying the fun and hot chocolate. Our PTO committee 
chairs have been incredibly organized and have created some 
wonderful act ivit ies for GHS. Thank you parents, teachers, and 
administrators for your t ime during these busy days of the 
holidays. Thank you to our committee chairs Amy Ahern, Lisa 
Conrad and Marcia Smith. We know the kids loved the extra 
marshmallows this year! 

       (Continued on page 2)
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We are heading into December on a high note after enjoying a collaborat ive meet ing alongside several 
hard working members of the 304 School Board.  PTO cont inues to enjoy connect ing and collaborat ing with 
the many act ive groups which support GHS students and their families.  

Winter Spirit  Week and Winter Formal will be coming up next  year. Look for announcements on all the fun 
act ivit ies that will be occurring that week. Everyone involved is excited to bring another event to GHS. 
Families, look for signups for parent volunteer support.   

As the year is moving forward please start  thinking ahead to commit tees that  you want  to be involved 
with, such as, Post  Prom. PTO sponsor some truly memorable events for all the students of GHS and 
becoming involved makes GHS that much more enjoyable for your student/students.  

  

Again, a very big thank you goes to the Fabulous Bakers of PTO. The baking committee is chaired by Jody 
Sexton and the bakers are so act ive and helpful for all of these many events. We all thank you for your t ime, 
creat ivity, and help throughout the year! 

  

Have a wonderful winter break with family and friends. Happy Holidays and Have a Happy New Year!!!   

Sincerely,

The PTO Board:

President  - Martha Harrison 

Secretary - Carolyn Potosnak 

Treasurer - Chrissy Swanson 
Advisors: Candy Bengson, Julie Gearhart  and Deb Dickinson 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving holiday. We now begin a very busy few weeks before our winter 
break. Please be reminded that our first  semester final assessments will take place before the holiday break 
on Wednesday, December 18th, Thursday, December 19th, and Friday, December 20th. These assessments 
are an extremely important part  of the semester grade, so we encourage you to avoid making travel plans 
unt il after the 20th. 

The GHS music department  will present  their annual holiday concerts beginning with the Choir on 
Wednesday, December 4th, followed by the Orchestra on Tuesday, December 10th, and the Band on 
Thursday, December 12th. Please come and enjoy the sounds of the season performed by our talented high 
school musicians. All concerts are free and begin at 7:30 p.m. 

The Geneva High School Art  Dept . will present  a winter art  show on Dec. 10th, prior to the evening?s 
orchestra concert . Please see the GHS website for more details.  

The Geneva High School Leo Club and our music department  are again partnering with the Geneva Lions 
Club for their 8th annual Pancake Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 7th, from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. in the high school cafeteria. Please see the GHS website for more details. 

 

Our winter athlet ic season is in full swing and our teams are off to a great  start . Please see the GHS 
Athlet ic Department  website for a complete list ing of the schedules for the 2019-2020 winter season.  

Congratulat ions to the following students, teams or clubs on their recent  accomplishments: 

Congratulat ions to Ben Calusinski, who qualified for the IHSA Boys State Cross-Country meet in Peoria on 
November 9th.

(Continued on page 4)
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Congratulat ions to the staff of the 2019 Literary Magazine, The Skaldic: Until Proven Guilty on achieving 
a 1st  Place rat ing in the 2019 Nat ional Scholast ic Press Associat ion compet it ion for Literary 
Magazines. This is the fifth t ime since 2010 the magazine has received a 1st  Place rat ing. Staff 
members include: 

Haley Williams-Editor-in-Chief 

Veronica Ayers-Editor in Chief 

Hannah Pell-Editor-in-Chief 

Sophia Caruso-Graphic Designer 

Natalie Rut lidge- Graphic Designer 

 Emily Hanson- Graphic Designer

 Josh Spencer-Graphic Designer  

Caroline Lindwall-Graphic Designer 

Sophie Lietz-Graphic Designer

Maddie Densmore-Copy Editor  

Dest iny Cole-Copy Editor 

Noelle Mart in-Staff Writer 

Michael Fisher-Treasurer 

Sophia Lobdell-Resident Art ist  

Sam Ayars-Music Editor

 Zainab Mairaj 

Kelby Randall 

Aaron Dewey 

Elle Plucinsky 

Taylor Hayes 

Please read the rest of this ?Viking Vessel? for lots of important and helpful information. If you have any 
quest ions, please feel free to contact me at (630) 463-3805 or at t rogers@geneva304.org.  

  

Sincerely, 

Tom Rogers, Principal 

Geneva Community High School
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Notes From the Deans' Office
Students wishing to park in one of the school parking lots second semester must  apply in the Deans? 
Office by December 9th. Students that had first  semester parking must reapply for second semester. 
Payment will be due by December 20th and the new parking assignments will begin, Monday, January 
6th. 

All remaining lost  and found items will be donated December 20th. If your child has lost an item of 
clothing, a water bott le, lunch bag, etc.? please have them stop by the Deans? Office to check the lost 
and found.   

Please remind your child to always sign in and out  of the Dean's Office if they arrive late or need to 
leave early.  

GHS Students of the Month: November

A GHS Student of the Month award is earned by a student who stands apart, succeeds despite 
circumstances, or contributes in some special way to our school. 

November students of the month are pictured left  to right :
Marcella Monroy, Adrianna Gonnella, Annika Eichstaedt, Mary Beall, Brandon Cowhey, Ricardo 
Morales, Nolan Smith, Maddie Yehling, Maryam Abidi
NOT PICTURED: Casey Spratt
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Holiday Giving List  for  Chr ist m as 2019

The GHS Social St udies Honors Societ y is ask ing for  donat ions of  t he it em s l ist ed 

below.  Each year  our  societ y assem bles approxim at ely 25 Chr ist m as Dinners for  

Geneva fam il ies in need.

Last  year  we supplied 13 fam il ies f rom  t he High School and 25 fam il ies f rom  t he 

Elem ent ary and Middle Schools w it h a fu l l Chr ist m as dinner .

You can send in t he it em s w it h your  children or  drop of f  t he it em s in t he GHS m ain 

of f ice by Fr iday, Decem ber  13t h.

Stuffing

Boxed Corn Muffins or Roll Mix

Canned Corn

Canned Green Beans

French Onions

Cream of Mushroom Soup

Disposable Aluminum Roaster Pan

Laundry Basket ( to package food)

Christmas Candy

Canned Yams

Canned Cranberries

Macaroni and Cheese

Marshmallows

Boxed Dessert-Pie, Cheesecake

Set of Disposable Tupperware

Gift Card to a grocery store for turkey or ham 
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Senior Elle Plucinsky and 2019 graduate Abby Rieck have been selected 
for DePaul?s Blue Book: Best of Illinois High School Writing 2018-2019: 

DePaul Professor ChRris Green and his graduate students in the 
Masters in Writ ing & Publishing program received  over 70 literary 
magazines from high schools across Illinois and read hundreds of literary 
select ions.  

 Elle's poem Broken Puzzle Pieces and Abby's Personal Essay, Coffee House 
will be published in a digital anthology on DePaul?s English Department  
website in December 2019; students will also be invited to a reading and  
recept ion at DePaul University in January  2020.

Students Literary Work Recognized

Chef Mallory and Molly (GHS Grad) from Graham's Chocolates in Geneva  came in to speak to Sara 
Consdorf 's Baking and Pastry class. Chef  Mallory shared her experiences working in the culinary field 
and her  specific pathway to becoming a pastry chef. She also  shared her passion for working at 

Graham's Chocolates and creat ing  custom 
cakes and pastries. She taught the class 
how to level a cake, add  a crumb coat, frost 
and then decorate a beaut iful (and yummy!) 
cake.  This was an excellent introduct ion 
and demonstrat ion  from a trained chef to 
start  off the classes' cake unit .  

Chef Roby and his wife, Esther from All 
Chocolate Kitchen also came in to visit  the 
Baking and Pastry class. He shared his 
passion and love of  working with sugar art  
and creat ing life-sized sculptures. They 
shared  many stories about their path to 
becoming local  business owners and his 
experiences in nat ional competit ions. He 
taught  the class about the importance of 
resiliency, finding their passion and  always 
being willing to work hard. He also created 
beautiful sugar art   sculptures in front of 
the class. 

Baking & Pastry Students Receive Sweet  Lessons 

from Local Experts
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Geneva Lions Club Hosts Breakfast  with Santa
The Geneva Lions Club eight annual Pancake Breakfast with Santa 
is Saturday, December 7, 2019, 7:30 - 11:00am at Geneva High 
School Cafeteria, 416 McKinley, Geneva, IL.

In addit ion to free photos with Santa, the event features live 
holiday music and a free crafts sect ion. Customize your pancake 
with a variety of fun toppings at our Pancake Creat ion Stat ion! 
The breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, juice, milk and 
Arcedium Coffee.

Tickets $7. Children three and under are free. Purchase your 
t ickets from a Geneva Lions member or online at 
genevalionclub.org. $5,000 raffle drawing at 11:00am. Raffle 
t ickets are $25 each. For t icket information info@genevalions.org. 

The Geneva Lions Club works within the communit ies of Geneva 
and St. Charles to raise money primarily for the benefit  of persons 
with sight or hearing disabilit ies. A large percentage of funds is 
also donated to local community organizat ions. Visit  
genevalionsclub.org to learn more about the Geneva Lions Club, 
our service act ivit ies, and the organizat ions we support. 

 Senior Breakfast
Although Senior Breakfast is 6 months away, planning for the event has begun.  Seniors may purchase 
their t icket for just $5 on the GHS Webstore in April/May.  Donations for the event are needed as well.  

To keep the cost of the breakfast affordable for our students, we are asking for donat ions from our 
families.  The event locat ion, cost of food, A/V equipment rental, and other costs add up quickly.  The 
students are charged just $5.00 per t icket with the remaining charges offset by donations from our 
families and the PTO.   

If you would like to make a donation, now thru May, please go to the GHS Webstore, go to Geneva High 
School, select PTO, then Senior Breakfast Donations (or click 
here...https://store.geneva304.org/?5CEFXTNATP=R4PFFEXXR7&CCPXNCY5KN=TFE4Y77X4C#!/products/T54XPPFANK) or 
checks can be turned in to the GHS main office in an envelope marked ?Senior Breakfast Donation.? 

Ticket sales will occur in May during lunch periods or can be purchased in April/May online through the 
GHS Webstore.

http://genevalionclub.org
http://genevalionsclub.org
https://store.geneva304.org/?5CEFXTNATP=R4PFFEXXR7&CCPXNCY5KN=TFE4Y77X4C#!/products/T54XPPFANK
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 GHS PTO

GENERAL VOLUNTEERS

 Turkey Trot was a hit  with the students and we had 
wonderful weather for it  too. Turkey Trot volunteers handed 
out hot chocolate to the students during their PE hour. 

The holiday season is a quiet one for PTO volunteer opportunit ies, which works well, for we know all of 
you are busy with your own holiday preparat ions.  We would just like to take a moment to thank each 
and every one of you for your t ime and commitment to the PTO, GHS, and our students! Have a 
wonderful Holiday Break with family and friends.

The Physical Educat ion Department hosted its annual Turkey Trot on Wednesday November 20, 2019.

Students from all periods and all PE classes took part  in this t ime honored classic.  Community members 
volunteered their t ime by providing hot chocolate to the students and high school district  employees 
who came out and ran with the kids on their off period. Thank you to all who made this event a special 
experience for our physical educat ion students.

Turkey Trot
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A team called Double Cutters is selling cutt ing boards for their Entrepreneurship Class. They have 
designed a cutt ing board and are looking for customers! This project is teaching them many different 
skills. They?ve learned how to listen to and research the needs of their consumers, as well as essent ial 
skills for selling products, such as advert ising and pricing. 

If you?d like to purchase a cutt ing board information on how to do so is attached. All profits will go back 
to the Geneva Woods program as well as Lazarus house.

Entrepreneurship Class
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Baking & Pastry Class
Creating Custom Cakes
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT & EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION CLASSES

LEARN FROM TWO AUTHORS

Send photos, announcements, and 
news

to the Viking Vessel
Email vikingvessel@gmail.com 

by the 15th of each month.

Sherri Rinker, #1 New York Times Best Selling Author from St. Charles  spoke to Child Development and 
Early Childhood Educat ion classes at GHS  this fall. She taught 3 classes about the importance of finding 
their  passion and her journey to becoming a children's  book author. She also gave great t ips for reading 
to young children -  which was very helpful to these Lit t le Vikings Preschool teachers as  they all read to 
children throughout the semester. She also read her new  book to us, Three Cheers for Kid McGear!  

 
  

Tess Kossow, children's book author from Geneva, spoke to Child  Development and Early Childhood 
Educat ion classes at GHS, as well. She  talked about her experiences with infert ility, IVF, pregnancy,  
miscarriage, entrepreneurship and being an author. She read  her book, I'm Very Ferris, to all 3 classes and 
hopes to  cont inue to normalize tough topics like infert ility. We are very  appreciat ive to both children's 
book authors for visit ing our classes! 

mailto:vikingvessel@gmail.com
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